Case 1:15-cv-00933-RGA Доситепі 7 Filed 01/13/16 Page 1 of 1 PagelD #: 32 


S AO 120 (Rev. 3/04 


TO: Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE 
! Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN 


P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK 


In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. 5 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been 


filed in the U.S. District Court Delaware on ће following Х Patents or Trademarks: 
DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT 
15cv933-RGA 10/14/2015 DISTRICT OF DELAWARE 
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT 


Blackbird Tech LLC Zoot Sports, Inc., and K-2 Corporation 


HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK 


DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY 
O Amendment L] Answer O Cross Bill O Other Pleading 
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT 
TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK 
а= аиса ашаа ЕСЕ 
ce A 
Ie p m 
ыл ы ы 
In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued: 
DECISION/JUDGEMENT 


See attached Notice of Voluntary Dismissal 


CLERK (BY) DEPUTY CLERK DATE 
JOHN A. CERINO, CLERK OF COURT 1/13/2016 


Copy 1—Upon initiation of action, mail this copy to Director Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director 
Copy 2—Upon filing document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Сору 4— Case file copy 


Case 1:15-cv-00931-RGA Боситепі7 Filed 02/18/16 Page 1 of 1 PagelD #: 30 


& AO 120 (Rev. 3/04 


Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE 
Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN 


TO: 


P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK 


In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. 5 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. 8 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been 
filed in the U.S. District Court Delaware on the following X Patents or Trademarks: 


DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT 
15cv931-RGA 10/14/2015 DISTRICT OF DELAWARE 


PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT 


Blackbird Tech LLC New Balance Athletics, Inc. 


PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT 
TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK 


In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included: 


DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY 
L] Amendment L] Answer O Cross Bill O Other Pleading 
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT 
TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK 


In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued: 


DECISION/JUDGEMENT 


See attached Notice of Voluntary Dismissal 


CLERK (BY) DEPUTY CLERK DATE 


JOHN A. CERINO, CLERK OF COURT 2/18/2016 


Copy 1— Upon initiation of action, mail this copy to Director Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director 
Copy 2—Upon filing document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Copy 4—Case file copy 


Case 1:15-cv-00932-RGA Document 11 Filed 04/08/16 Page 1 of 2 Page ID #: 43 


% AO 120 (Rev. 3/04 


Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE 
Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN 


TO: 


P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK 


In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. 5 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. 5 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been 
filed in the U.S. District Court Delaware on the following X Patents or Trademarks: 


DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT 
15cv932-RGA 10/14/2015 DISTRICT OF DELAWARE 


PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT 


Blackbird Tech LLC Swoob, Inc. 


US 7,867,058 B2 1/11/2011 


PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT 
TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK 


In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included: 


DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY 
L] Amendment O Answer O Cross ВШ O Other Pleading 
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT 
TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK 


In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued: 


DECISION/JUDGEMENT 


See attached Notice of Voluntary Dismissal 


CLERK (BY) DEPUTY CLERK DATE 


JOHN A. CERINO, CLERK OF COURT 4/8/2016 


Copy 1— Upon initiation of action, mail this copy to Director Сору 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director 


Case 1:15-cv-00932-RGA Document 11 Filed 04/08/16 Page 2 of 2 PagelD £: 44 


% AO 120 (Rev. 3/04) 
Copy 2—Upon filing document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Сору 4—Case file copy 
Sm 


Case 1:15-cv-00929-RGA Document 10 Filed 03/21/16 Page 1 of 2 PagelD #: 40 


% AO 120 (Rev. 3/04 


Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE 
Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN 


TO: 


P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK 


In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. 5 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. 5 1116 you are hereby advised that a court action has been 
filed in the U.S. District Court Delaware on the following X Patents or Trademarks: 


DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT 
15cv929-RGA 10/14/2015 DISTRICT OF DELAWARE 


PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT 


Blackbird Tech LLC ASICS America Corporation 


US 7,867,058 B2 1/11/2011 


PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT 
TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK 


In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included: 


DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY 
L] Amendment O Answer O Cross ВШ O Other Pleading 
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT 
TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK 


In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued: 


DECISION/JUDGEMENT 


See attached Notice of Voluntary Dismissal 


CLERK (BY) DEPUTY CLERK DATE 


JOHN A. CERINO, CLERK OF COURT 3/21/2016 


Copy 1— Upon initiation of action, mail this copy to Director Сору 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director 


Case 1:15-cv-00929-RGA Document 10 Filed 03/21/16 Page 2 of 2 PagelD #: 41 


% AO 120 (Rev. 3/04) 
Copy 2— Upon filing document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director Сору 4—Case file copy 
Sm 


PONI 
EN NSA 


UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States кеш and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 


Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 


APPLICATION NO. ISSUE DATE PATENT NO. ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 


11/787,729 01/11/2011 7867058 SWEENEY-001 2269 


42586 7590 12/22/2010 
THOMAS P. GRODT ATTORNEY AT LAW 
4 PEABOY ROAD ANNEX 
DERRY, NH 03038 


ISSUE NOTIFICATION 


The projected patent number and issue date are specified above. 


Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b) 
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000) 


The Patent Term Adjustment is 0 day(s). Any patent to issue from the above-identified application will include 
an indication of the adjustment on the front page. 


If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that 
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 


Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov). 


Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the 
Office of Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee 
payments should be directed to the Application Assistance Unit (AAU) of the Office of Data Management 
(ODM) at (571)-272-4200. 


APPLICANT(s) (Please see PAIR WEB site http://pair.uspto.gov for additional applicants): 


Nancy-Jane Sweeney, Derry, NH; 


ІК103 (Rev. 10/09) 


UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


Commissioner for Patents 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, УА 22313-1450 


www.uspto.gov 
DW Dec-10 


THOMAS P. GRODT ATTORNEY AT LAW 


4 PEABOY ROAD ANNEX , 
DERRY МН 03038 . MAILED 
DEC 0.9 2010 


OFFICE OF PETITIONS 


In re Application of 

Nancy-Jane Sweeney i 

Application Number: 11/787729 : ОМ РЕТІТІОМ 
Filing Date: 04/17/2007 : 

Attorney Docket Number: 

SWEENEY-001 


This is a decision in response to the petition under 37 CFR 
1.137 (b) filed on October 19, 2010, to revive the above- 
identified application. 


The petition is GRANTED. 


This application became abandoned on November 7, 2009, for 
failure to timely respond to the Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) 
Due mailed on August 6, 2009, which set a three (3) month 
statutory period for reply. Notice of Abandonment was. mailed оп 
November 19, 2009. 


Receipt of the issue and publication fees is acknowledged. 


The application is referred to the Office of Data Management for 
processing into a patent. 


Telephone inquiries concerning this matter may be directed to the 
undersigned at (571) 272-3231. 


Douglas I. Wood 
Senior Petitions Attorney 


Office of Petitions 


Doc Code: PET.OP 


Document Description: Petition for Review by the Office of Petitions PTO/SB/64 (07-09) 


Approved for use through 07/31/2012. ОМВ 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays а valid OMB control number. 


PETITION FOR REVIVAL OF AN APPLICATION FOR PATENT Docket Number (Optional) 
ABANDONED UNINTENTIONALLY UNDER 37 CFR 1.137(b) Sweeney-001 
First named inventor: Sweeney, Nancy-Jane 


Application No.: 11787729 Art Unit; 3765 
Filed: 4/17/2007 Examiner: Hale. Gloria 
gE e a Alu 


Title: [sports Bra 


Attention: Office of Petitions 
Mail Stop Petition 
Commissioner for Patents 
Р.О. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
FAX (571) 273-8300 


NOTE: If information or assistance is needed in completing this form, please contact Petitions 
Information at (571) 272-3282. 


The above-identified application became abandoned for failure to file a timely and proper reply to a notice or action by the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office. The date of abandonment is the day after the expiration date of the period set 
for reply in the office notice or action plus any extensions of time actually obtained. 


APPLICANT HEREBY PETITIONS FOR REVIVAL OF THIS APPLICATION 


NOTE: A grantable petition requires the following items: 
(1) Petition fee; 
(2) Reply and/or issue fee; 
(3) Terminal disclaimer with disclaimer fee - required for all utility and plant applications filed 
before June 8, 1995; and for all design applications; and 
(4) Statement that the entire delay was unintentional 


1. Petition Fee 
Small entity-fee 5 810.00 (37 CFR 1.17(m)). Application claims small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27. 


[| other than small entity-fee $ (37 CFR 1.17(m)) 


2. Repiy and/or fee 
A. The reply and/or fee to the above-noted Office action in 
the form ої Notice of Allowance and Fee 


(identify type of reply): 


ГУ has been filed previously on 


is enclosed herewith. 
B. The issue fee and publication fee (if applicable) of $ 81055 


L] has been paid previously оп : 
is enclosed herewith. 


[Page 1 of 2) 
This collection of information із required by 37 CFR 1 .137(b). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1.0 hour to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of 
time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, 
U.S. Department of Commerce, Р.О, Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Mail 
Stop Petition, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandrla, VA 22313-1450. 


if you need assistance in completing the form, сай 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 


PTO/SB/64 (07-08) 

Approved for use through 07/31/2012. OMB 0851-0031 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

erwork Reduction Act of 1995. no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number 


3. Terminal disclaimer with disclaimer fee 


Since this utility/plant application was filed on or after June 8, 1995, no terminal disclaimer is required. 


C] A terminal disclaimer (and disclaimer fee (37 CFR 1.20(d)) of $ for a small entity or $ for 
other than a small entity) disclaiming the required period of time is enclosed herewith (see PTO/SB/63). 


4. STATEMENT: The entire delay in filing the required reply from the due date for the required reply until the filing of a 
grantable petition under 37 CFR 1.137(b) was unintentional. [NOTE: The United States Patent and Trademark Office may 
require additional information if there is a question as to whether either the abandonment or the delay in filing a petition 
under 37 CFR 1.137(b) was unintentional (MPEP 711.03(c), subsections (ШУС) and (D)).] 


WARNING: 
Petitioner/applicant is cautioned to avoid submitting personal information in documents filed in a patent application that may contribute 
to identity theft. Personal information such as social security numbers, bank account numbers, or credit card numbers (other than a 
check or credit card authorization form PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes) is never required by the USPTO to support a 
petition or an application. If this type of personal information is included in documents submitted to the USPTO, petitioners/applicants 
should consider redacting such personal information from the documents before submitting them to the USPTO. Petitioner/applicant is 
advised that the record of a patent application is available to the public after publication of the application (unless a non-publication 
request in compliance with 37 CFR 1.213(a) is made in the application) or issuance of a patent. Furthermore, the record from an 
abandoned application may also be available to the public if the application is referenced in a published application or an issued patent 
(see 37 CFR 1.14). Checks and credit card authorization forms PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes are not retained in the 
application file and therefore are not publicly available. 


October 19, 2010 


Signature Date 
Thomas Grodt 41045 
Type or Printed name Registration Number, If applicable 
4 Peabody Road Annex | DAL 603.490.4394 
ress | Telephone Number 
Derry, NH 3038 | 
Address 


Enclosures: [xf Fee Payment 


г | Reply 


C] Terminal Disclaimer Form 


L] Additional sheets containing statements establishing unintentional delay 


[4 Other: Pu lolyco hen Fee 


CERTIFICATE OF MAILING OR TRANSMISSION [37 CFR 1.8(a)] 
| hereby certify that this correspondence is being: 
Deposited with the United States Postal Service on the date shown below with sufficient postage as 
ГО first class mail іп an envelope addressed to: Mail Stop Petition, Commissioner for Patents, P. O. Box 
1450, Alexandria, VÀ 22313-1450. 


ГУ Transmitted by facsimile on the date shown below to the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
at (571) 273-8300. 


[o [\4/ 2919 > 


Date Signature 


| е R God 


Typed or printed name of person signing certificate 
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal 


Title of Invention: SPORTS BRA 


First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Nancy-Jane Sweeney 
Attorney Docket Number: SWEENEY-001 


Filed as Small Entity 


Utility under 35 USC 111(a) Filing Fees 


Sub-Total in 
USD(S) 


Basic Filing: 


Miscellaneous-Filing: 


Petition-revive unintent. abandoned appl 2453 


Patent-Appeals-and-Interference: 


Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance: 


Description Fee Code Quantity 


"e : Sub-Total in 
ea дою рою 


Publ. Fee- early, voluntary, or normal 1504 


Extension-of-Time: 


Total in USD (5) 1865 


Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt 


[me mm 
BELTS | 


Title of Invention: SPORTS BRA 


NEN O RN 
Оше. р 


Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111(a) 


Payment information: 


Payment Type Credit Card 


Payment was successfully received in RAM $1865 


RAM confirmation Number 


Authorized User 


File Listing: 


Document лора нано File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages 
Number P Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.) 


322934 
sweeney001.pdf 


c4952c9931d7450985ce035d8f2db2f73dd 


Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description 


Petition for review by the Office of Petitions. 


Issue Fee Payment (PTO-85B) 


Information: 


Fee Worksheet (PTO-875) fee-info.pdf 


973594a016d5 90f88ddael a860225e74920} 


Information: 


This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents, 
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar toa 
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503. 


New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111 
If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR 


1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this 
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application. 


National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371 
If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35 


U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements а Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a 
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course. 


New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office 
If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for 


an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number 
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning 
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of 
the application. 


UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

Р.О. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

WWW.USpio.gov 


NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE 


THOMAS Р. GRODT ATTORNEY AT LAW HALE, GLORIA M 


4 PEABOY ROAD ANNEX 
DERRY, NH 03038 3765 
DATE MAILED: 08/06/2009 


APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 


11/787,729 04/17/2007 Nancy-Jane Sweency SWEENEY-001 2269 
TITLE ОЕ INVENTION: SPORTS BRA 


ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE 


$755 $300 


$0 51055 11/06/2009 


THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS- A PATENT. 
Р Е THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. 
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE ОВ UPON : 
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308. й аса E ў 


THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN' THREE MONTHS FROM THE. 
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED А$ ABANDONED. THIS : 
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES: 
NOT REFLECT A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. ТЕ AN ISSUE FEE HAS 
PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM 


WILL BE CONSIDERED А REQUEST TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW 
DUE. 


APPLN. TYPE SMALL ENTITY 
YES 


nonprovisional 


HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 
I. Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above. 


It thc SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your current If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO: 
SMALL ENTITY status: 


A. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown А. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or 
above. 


В. If the status above 15 to be removed, check box 5b on Part В - B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now 

Fee(s) Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check box 5a on Part B - Fee(s) 

and twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above, or Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) and 1/2 
the ISSUE FEE shown above. 


II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b" 
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an cxtra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, а 


request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing 
the paper as an cquivalent of Part B. 


ТИ, АШ communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior io issuance to 
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary. 


IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of 
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. 


Page 1 of 3 
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РАЕТВ- FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL 


Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Май Mail Stop ISSUE FEE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O.Box1450 —— 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
ог Ғах (571)-273-2885 


INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks | through 5 should be completed where 
appropriate, All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as 
indicated unless E below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating а separate "FEE ADDRESS" for 
maintenance fee notifications. 


CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Nate: Use Block 1 for Any change of address) 


Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the 

Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying 

panes. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must 
ave its own cerlificate of mailing or transmission. 


42586 7590 08/06/2009 с б of Май T 
ertificate ailing or Transmission 
THOMAS P. GRODT ATTORNEY AT LAW I hereb certi that this Feels ‘Transmittal is being deposited with the United 
2 tates Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope 
4 PEABOY ROAD ANNEX addressed to the Mail Siop ISSUE FEE address above, or being facsimile 
DERRY, NH 03038 transmitted to the USPTO (571) 273-2885, on the date indicated below. 


APPLICATION NO. FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


11/787,729 04/17/2007 Nancy-Jane Sweeney SWEENEY-001 2269 
TITLE OF INVENTION: SPORTS BRA 


SMALL ENTITY ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PATD ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE 


nonprovisional YES $755 $300 $0 $1055 11/06/2000 
HALE, GLORIA М: у 3765 + 450-089000 


і 


2. For printing on the patent front page, list 


(1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys a es 
or agents OR, alternatively, 


1. Change of correspondence address or indication of 
CFR 1.363). 


chan е of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence 
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. 


LJ "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form 
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 
Number is required. 


"Fee Address" (37 


(2) the name of a single firm (having as a membera  2— — 5. - 
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to 

2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 3 
listed, no name will be printed. 


3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type) 


PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below. no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for 
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment. 


(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (8) RESIDENCE: {CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY) 


Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : О individual О Corporation or other private group entity Ly Government 
= et e SRI 


Да. The, following fec(s) are submitted: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above) 
rf sue Fee ПА check is enclosed. 
Publication Гее (No small entity discount permitted) [Payment by credit card, Form PTO-2038 is attached. 
А Advance Order- # of Copies ШЇ The Director із hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any 
overpayment, to Deposit Account Number {enclose an extra copy of this form), 


5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above) 
М а. Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status, See 37 CFR 1.27, Пь Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)(2). 
NOTE: The issue Fee and Publication Fee (if required) will not be accepted from anyone other than the applicant; a registered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party in 


interest as shown by the records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office. 
Authorized Signature utl Date юка | 2012 


! | 
Typed or printed name Tho mes e бос Registration No. Ч(оҷ $ 


This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is regniren to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) 
an application. Confidentiality is governed Бу 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and 
submitting thc completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary dependin upon the individual case. Any comments on thc amount of time you require to complete 
this form and/or suggestions Гог reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, Р.О, 
Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND ТО: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. 


Under the Paperwork Reduction Act ої 1995, no persons аге required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 
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United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
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APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET МОД CONFIRMATION NO. 


11/787,729 04/17/2007 . Nancy-Jane Sweeney SWEENEY-001 2269 


EXAMINER 
590 11/19/2009 : 


7 
THOMAS P. GRODT ATTORNEY AT LAW HALE, GLORIA M 


TELA UID ANNEX ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER 
DERRY, NH 03038 BEIDE БЕС ан 


3765 


MAIL DATE DELIVERY MODE 


11/19/2009 PAPER 


Notice of Abandonment 


This application is abandoned in view of: 


1 


2 


со 


A 


сл 


-ч 


‚ О The applicant's failure to timely Не a proper reply to the Office letter mailed on 


(а) А reply was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission date ), which is 
after the expiration of the period for reply (including a total extension of month(s)) which expired on 


(b)L] No reply has been received. 


Ж Applicant's failure to timely pay the required issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, within the statutory 
period of three months from the mailing date of the Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85). 


(а) О The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, was received оп (with a Certificate of Mailing or 
Transmission date ), which is after the expiration of the statutory period for payment of the issue 
fee (and publication fee) set in the Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(6) О The submitted fee of $ is insufficient. A balance of $ is due. 


The issue fee required by 37 CFR 1.18 is $ ; 
The publication fee, if required by 37 CFR 1.18(d), is $ 


(с) W The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, has not been received. 


.Q Applicant's failure to timely file corrected drawings as required by, and within the three-month period set іп, the 
Notice of Allowability (PTO-37). 


(а) 1 Proposed corrected drawings were received оп (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission 
dated ), which is after the expiration of the period for reply. 


(b) О No corrected drawing have been received. 


.П The letter of express abandonment which is signed by the attorney or agent of record, the assignee of the entire 
interest, or all of the applicants. 


ПІ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by an attorney or agent (acting in a representative capacity 
under 37 CFR 1.34(a)) upon the filling of a continuing application. 


. О Drawings received оп were disapproved by examiner. See examiner's response dated 


. ДЮ Corrected drawings were received оп , which is after the expiration of the one-month period for reply 
set in examiner's response dated 


. D) No corrected drawings have: been received in reply to one-month period set in examiner's response dated 


.Q The reason(s) below: 


Petitions to revive under 37 CFR 1.137(a) or (b), or request to withdraw the holding of abandonment under 37 CFR 
1.181, should be promptly filed to minimize any negative effects on patent term. 


(571)-272-4200 or 1(888)-786-0101 
Patent Publication Branch 3 
Office of Data Management 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

www.uspto.gov 


NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE 


42586 7590 08/06/2009 Š DE 


THOMAS P. GRODT ATTORNEY AT LAW HALE, LOMA M 


DERRY, NH 03038 3765 
DATE MAILED: 08/06/2009 


APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 


11/787,729 04/17/2007 Nancy-Jane Sweeney SWEENEY-001 2269 
TITLE OF INVENTION: SPORTS BRA 


APPLN. TYPE SMALL ENTITY ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE 
YES $0 


nonprovisional $755 $300 $1055 11/06/2009 


THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT. 
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. 
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON 
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308. 


THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS 
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES 
NOT REFLECT A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS 
PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM 
WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW 
DUE. 


HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE: 
I. Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above. 


If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your current If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO: 
SMALL ENTITY status: 


A. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or 
above. 


B. If the status above is to be removed, check box 5b on Part B - B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now 
Fee(s) Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check box 5a on Part B - Fee(s) 
and twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above, or Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) and 1/2 


the ISSUE FEE shown above. 


II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b" 
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part В 15 filed, а 
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing 
the paper as an equivalent of Part B. 


III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to 
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary. 


IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of 
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. 
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PART В - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL 


Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
or Fax (571)-273-2885 


INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where 
appiopriate: All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as 
indicated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for 
maintenance fee notifications. 

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the 
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying 
papers: Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must 

ave its own certificate of mailing or transmission. 


42586 7590 08/06/2009 
Certificate of Mailing or Transmission 
THOMAS P. GRODT ATTORNEY AT LAW I hereby сш that m Eee Transmittal P Беша сеа ӨШІН the Umed 
States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope 
4 PEABOY ROAD ANNEX addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being facsimile 
DERRY, NH 03038 transmitted to the USPTO (571) 273-2885, on the date indicated below. 


APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 


11/787,729 04/17/2007 Nancy-Jane Sweeney SWEENEY-001 2269 
TITLE OF INVENTION: SPORTS BRA 


APPLN. TYPE SMALL ENTITY ISSUE FEE DUE PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE 
YES $0 


nonprovisional $755 $300 $1055 11/06/2009 


EXAMINER ART UNIT CLASS-SUBCLASS 


HALE, GLORIA M 3765 450-089000 


2. For printing on the patent front page, list 


(1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 
or agents OR, alternatively, 


1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 
CFR 1.363). 


(J Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence 
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. 


О "Fee Address" indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form 
РТО/5В/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 
Number is required. 


(2) the name of a single firm (having as a member a 2 
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to 

2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is з 
listed, no name will be printed. 


3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type) 


PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for 
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment. 


(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY) 
Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : Ш Individual LJ Corporation or other private group entity 0 Government 
4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above) 

I Issue Fee М A check is enclosed. 

[I] Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) а Payment Бу credit card. Form РТО-2038 is attached. 

LY Advance Order - # of Copies тһе Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any 

overpayment, to Deposit Account Number (enclose an extra copy of this form). 

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above) 

О a. Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27. Hb. Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)(2). 


NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if required) will not be accepted from anyone other than the applicant; a registered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party in 
interest as shown by the records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office. 


Authorized Signature Date 


Typed or printed name Registration No. 


This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) 
an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and 
submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete 
this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. 


Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

www.uspto.gov 


APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 


11/787,729 04/17/2007 Nancy-Jane Sweeney SWEENEY-001 2269 
THOMAS P. GRODT ATTORNEY АТ LAW розв ECR 


DERRY, NH 03038 3765 
DATE MAILED: 08/06/2009 


Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b) 
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000) 


The Patent Term Adjustment to date is 0 day(s). If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the 
mailing date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that is 28 weeks (six and a half 
months) after the mailing date of this notice, the Patent Term Adjustment will be 0 day(s). 


If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that 
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 


Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov). 


Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of 
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be 
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 ог 
(571)-272-4200. 
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Application No. Applicant(s) 


11/787,729 SWEENEY, NANCY-JANE 


Notice of Allowability Examiner Art Unit 
Gloria Hale 3765 


-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address-- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 


1. [X] This communication is responsive to 3-27-09 Amendment. 
2. ЇХ) The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-15. 


3. LI Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. $ 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)L] Al Ы) О Ѕоте* с) О None ofthe: 
1. 0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2. П Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 
3. Г] Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: 
Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE?” of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 


noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 


4. [.] A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 


5. П CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 
(a) L] including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
1) О hereto or 2) О to Paper Мо./Май Date . 


(b) L] including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date ? 
Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 


6. П DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 


Attachment(s) 
1. L] Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. Ц Notice of Informal Patent Application 
2. О Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 6. О Interview Summary (РТО-413), 
Paper No./Mail Date : 

3. О Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 7. L] Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

Paper No./Mail Date 
4. П Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 8. П Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

of Biological Material 

9. [] Other А 


/Gloria Hale/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3765 


U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-06) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20090801 


Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under 
Reexamination 
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Gloria Hale 
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CROSS REFERENCE(S) 
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(Assistant Examiner) 
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(Primary Examiner) (Date) 1 1 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

www.uspto.gov 


CONFIRMATION NO. 2269 


GROUP ART UNIT PEORES DOCKET 


Sweeney-001 


** IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING LICENSE GRANTED ** ** SMALL ENTITY ** 


05/11/2007 


Foreign Priority claimed 


Q Yes M No 


35 USC 119(a-d) conditions met О Үеѕ M No 


Verified and /GLORIA M HALE/ 
Acknowledged Examiner's Signature 


ADDRESS 


THOMAS P. GRODT ATTORNEY AT LAW 
4 PEABOY ROAD ANNEX 

DERRY, NH 03038 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


Commissioner for Patents 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

www.uspto.gov 


MAILED 
THOMAS P. GRODT ATTORNEY AT LAW MAY 19 2009 
4 PEABOY ROAD АММЕХ 
DERRY, NH 03038 OFFICE OF PETITIONS 


In re Application of 

Nancy-Jane Sweeney ; 

Application No. 11/787,729 ; ON PETITION 
Filed: April 17, 2007 : 

Attorney Docket Мо. Sweeney-001 


This is a decision in response to the petition, filed March 27, 2009, to revive the above-identified 
application under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.137(b). 


The petition is GRANTED. 


The application became abandoned for failure to reply in a timely manner to the non-final Office 
action mailed August 21, 2008, which set a shortened statutory period for reply of three (3) 
months. No extension of time under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a) was obtained. 
Accordingly, the application became abandoned on November 22, 2008. A Notice of 
Abandonment was mailed on March 4, 2009. Іп response, on March 27, 2009, the present 
petition was filed. 


The petition satisfies the conditions for revival pursuant to the provisions of 37 CFR 1.137(b) in 
that petitioner has supplied (1) a reply in the form of an amendment; (2) the petition fee of $810; 
and (3) an adequate statement of unintentional delay. 


The application is being referred to Technology Center AU 3765 for appropriate action by the 
Examiner in the normal course of business on the response filed March 27, 2009. 


Telephone inquiries concerning this decision should be directed to the undersigned at 
571) 272-3204. Inquiries relating to further prosecution should be directed to the Technology 


Petitions Examiner 
Office of Petitions 


IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


Serial No.: 11/787,729 
Filing Date: April 17, 2007 
Inventors: Nancy-Jane Sweeney 


Title: SPORTS BRA 


Docket No.: Sweeney-001 
Examiner: Gloria M. Hale 


Art Unit: 3765 


CERTIFICATE OF ELECTRONIC MAILING 


I hereby certify that this correspondence is being electronically filed with United States Patent 
and Trademark Office, addressed to Commissioner for Patents, Р.О. Box 1450, Alexandria, УА 
22313-1450 on March 27, 2009. 

_/Thomas P. Grodt/ . 

Thomas Grodt 


M.S. Petition 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 


PETITION UNDER 37 CFR 1.137(b) FOR REVIVAL OF AN 
APPLICATION FOR PATENT ABANDONED UNINTENTIONALL Y 


Dear Sir: 

Applicant hereby petitions for revival of this application. 
(1) A payment in the amount of $810.00 for payment of the fee to revive ап 
unintentionally abandoned application (37 CFR 1.17(m)) is provided herewith. 


(2 А Reply to the Office Action mailed August 21, 2008, is attached hereto. 


Petition for Revival dated January 6, 2006 
Serial No. 10/759,765 


(3) Since this utility patent application was filed on or after June 8, 1995, no terminal 
disclaimer is required. 

(4 | STATEMENT: The entire delay in filing the required reply from the due date for 
the required reply until the filing of a grantable petition under 37 CFR 1.37(b) was 
unintentional. This statement has been made by the undersigned after conducting an 


investigation into the facts and circumstances that led to the delay. 


Respectfully Submitted 


Dated: March 27, 2009 Thomas P. Grodt/ 
Tom Grodt 
Registration No. 41,045 


IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


Serial No.: 11/787,729 

Filing Date: April 17, 2007 
Inventors: Nancy-Jane Sweeney 
Title: SPORTS BRA 
Docket No.: Sweeney-001 
Examiner: Gloria M. Hale 


Art Unit: 3765 


CERTIFICATE OF ELECTRONIC MAILING 


I hereby certify that this correspondence is being electronically filed with United States Patent 
and Trademark Office, addressed to Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450 on March 27, 2009. 


/Thomas Р. Grodt/ 
Thomas Grodt 


Mail Stop AMENDMENT 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 


AMENDMENT 


Dear Sir: 


In response to the Office Action mailed August 21, 2008, please amend the above-identified 
application as follows: 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims that begins on page 2 of this 
paper. 

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 5 of this paper. 
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Аррі. Хо. 11/787,729 
Amdt. dated December 4, 2007 


Amendments to the Claims: 


This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 


Listing of Claims: 
1. (Currently Amended) A sports bra capable of holding an object between the breasts of a user, 


said bra comprising: 


a pair of cups, said cups joined by a cleavage portion said cleavage portion being 
disposed between a proximate edge of each of said pair of cups said cleavage portion having a 
height and width, a back strap portion disposed between a distal edge of each of said pair of 
cups, a pair of shoulder straps disposed between said pair of cups and said back portion, said bra 
being constructed of atteast twe-first and second ply ply laminated material having substantially 


universal elasticity; and 


a top opening formed between first and second-plies of said atdeast-twe-ply laminated 


material wherein said top opening allows communication between an interior portion of said 
sports bra formed between said first and second plies and an exterior, said top opening being 
disposed within the cleavage portion of cleavage portion and an exterior, said top opening having 
a length, an integral pouch being formed within said interior portion of said sports bra between 
said first and second plies being formed by first and second edges, said first and second edges 
and said integral pouch being formed within said cleavage portion and said first and second 
edges being separate spaced apart from one another having a distance therebetween, said-tep 
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said integral pouch having an interior pouch portion formed by said top opening and said first 


and second edges within said first and second plies within which an object may be stored. 


2.(Original) Тһе sports bra of claim 1 wherein the top opening has a length that is less than 


said distance between said first and second edges. 


3.(Original) The sports bra of claim 1 wherein the first and second edges are separated 


between 1 and 2 М inches. 


4. (Original) The sports bra of claim 3 wherein the first and second edges are separated 


between 1 and 1 !4 inches. 


5. (Original) The sports bra of claim 4 wherein the top opening has a length of between % and 


] 1/8 inches. 


6.(Original) The sports bra of claim 3 wherein the first and second edges are separated 


between 1!4 and 1% inches. 


7.(Original) The sports bra of claim 6 wherein the top opening has a length of between 1 1/8 


and 1 3/8 inches. 


8.(Original) The sports bra of claim 3 wherein the first and second edges are separated 


between 1 !^ and 1 34 inches. 


9. (Original) The sports bra of claim 8 wherein the top opening has a length of between 1 3/8 


and 1 5/8 inches. 


10. (Original) The sports bra of claim 3 wherein the first and second edges are separated 


between 1 ?4 and 2 inches. 
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11. (Original) The sports bra of claim 10 wherein the top opening has a length of between 1 5/8 


and 1 7/8 inches. 


12. (Original) The sports bra of claim 3 wherein the first and second edges are separated 


between 2 and 2 М inches. 


13. (Original) The sports bra of claim 12 wherein the top opening has a length of between 1 7/8 


and 2 1/8 inches. 


14. (Original) The sports bra of claim 1 further comprising a top edge and a bottom edge 
wherein said height of said sports bra is between said top edge and said bottom edge, wherein 
said first and second edges extend from said top edge to said bottom edge and said integral 


pouch is formed the entire height of said sports bra. 


15. (Original) The sports bra of claim 1 further comprising a top edge and a bottom edge and a 
integral pouch bottom edge, wherein said height of said sports bra is between said top edge and 
said bottom edge, wherein said first and second edges begin at said top edge and extend a portion 
of said height, said integral pouch formed between said top opening, said first and second edges, 


and said integral pouch bottom edge 
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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 


Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 USC $ 112, second paragraph for failing to particularly 
point out and claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. The Applicant 
has amended the claims to include "sports" in the preamble to avoid any confusion. 

Claim 1 has been amended to overcome the 112 second paragraph issue and to more 
clearly and distinctly claim the Applicant's invention 
Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. $ 103 

The Examiner rejected Claims 1-15 under 35 U.S.C. $ 103(a) as being obvious in light of 
Lee (US Patent 2,624,881) in view of by Underhill (US Patent 6,176,761) апа Huang (US 
Patent 6,824,444). Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection of these claims as amended and 
requests reconsideration. 

The Examiner alleges that Lee discloses a multi-ply brassiere 10 with layers 11, 12 
bonded together by sewn seems 13. The Examiner further alleges that Lee includes cups 14, 15 
and a central cleavage portion with a pocket disposed therein (not numbered) with side wall 
stitching 24. A top opening is formed between the first and second plies wherein the plies are 
not laminated together to form the opening. 

The Applicant respectfully points out that the Lee patent is directed to a halter top to be 
worn by young girls as an exterior piece of clothing and not a brassiere to be worn by women as 
an undergarment. Additionally, the pouch formed in Lee is formed between pocket wall pieces 
22 and 23 that are added to the internal space of the Lee garment in order to form the pocket. In 
Lee, 10 15 the front panel formed of two pieces 11 and 12 stitched together via stitching 13. In 
particular, “Тп the center of the front panel or piece there is disposed between the layers 11 and 
12 thereof, pocket wall pieces 22 and 23. A stitching 24 along the sides and bottom form the 
pocket opening. The wall piece 22 is stitched at 25 to the front piece 12 of the panel, Fig. 5. The 
wall piece 223 is stitched to the front piece over the panel along with slide fastener 26 to form 


the lower edge of an inlet opening 27. Lee col. 1 line 49 to col. 2 line 5. 
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Thus, unlike the claimed invention in which the pocket is formed between the first and 
second plies that actually form the sports bra structure, in Lee the pocket is formed between 
pocket pieces 22 and 23 that have to be inserted into the interior of the halter top thereby 
increasing the time and expense of manufacturing. In particular, claim 1 now includes that the 
pouch is formed integrally between the first and second plies that are used to form the sports bra 


itself. Claim 1 in pertinent part states: 


said bra being constructed of first and second ply laminated 
material having substantially universal elasticity; and ..., an 


integral pouch being formed within said interior portion of said 


sports bra between said first and second plies being formed by first 
and second edges ... a top opening formed between first and 


second-plies of said atdeast-twe-ply laminated material wherein 


said top opening allows communication between an interior 


portion of said sports bra formed between said first and second 
plies and an exterior, ... said integral pouch having an interior 


pouch portion formed by said top opening and said first and second 


edges within said first and second plies within which an object 
may be stored 


Thus, the interior of the pouch is formed within the interior of the sports bra itself, i.e., 
between two the first and second plies of the multiply structure of the bra itself, and is not 


formed using additional pocket wall pieces such as 22 and 23 as taught in Lee. . 


The Examiner has provided that the combination of Lee, Underhill and Huang 
together teach the claimed invention. In particular, Underhill teaches a brassiere comprised of 
universally elastic material with a cleavage pocket therein. Huang is relied upoin by the 
Examiner for the use of adhesive laminating instead of stitching layers together in order to 
securely stabilize the layers to prevent shifting of the layers. The Examiner asserts that the 
combination of the Lee garment constructed of the universally elastic material of Underhill, 
laminated together using the teachings of Huang would teach each and every element of the 
claimed invention. 

As discussed above, Lee fails to teach that the pouch is formed between the first and 


second plies of the material that is used to form the sports bra. Rather, Lee teaches that 
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additional material is added in the form of pocket wall pieces 22 and 23. Underhill teaches a 
pouch that is external to the brassiere, in particular Underhill teaches: “А rectangular panel 21 
made of cloth having substantially universal elasticity is fastened along its bottom 23 and side 
edges 25 and 27 to an inside wall of the cleavage portion 15 of the bra 10 to form a storage 
pouch of approximately credit card dimensions." See Underhill, col. 2, lines 61-65. Fig. 2 is 
“[A] rear elevation view of the cup portion of the sports bra.” See Underhill, col. 2, line36-37. 
As is clearly shown in Fig. 2, the pouch formed by rectangular panel 21, having side edges 25 
and 27, is drawn using solid lines so that the rectangular panel 21 is clearly disposed on the rear 
exterior surface of the sports bra. This comports with the description quoted above in that the 
inside wall of the cleavage portion 15 is the portion of the bra that is next to the wearer's skin 
and the pouch is formed on the exterior of the sports bra. 

In addition, Fig. 6 depicts an embodiment of the Underhill invention in which it appears 
that the pouch may be formed within the sports bra itself. This, however, would be incorrect. 
Fig. 6 depicts a vertical cross sectional view of the pouch. The pouch itself is formed between 
element 57, which is in back to back configuration with element 59, both of which are part of the 
cleavage portion 15 of the sports bra. The external cover for the pouch is formed by cloth 
segments 51 and 53 and may include the stiffener member 55 as well. Thus, the pouch is, again, 
formed external to the bra structure and is attached to the cleavage portion 15 using hook and 
loop fasteners 33 and 31. 

Huang fails to teach the use of pouch anywhere in the brassiere itself and is merely 
provided for the use of laminating materials together. 

Thus, the claimed invention clearly claims that the interior of the pouch is formed within 
the interior of the sports bra itself, 1.е., between first and second plies of the multiply structure of 
the sports bra itself, and is not formed from additional material as in Lee nor is the pouch formed 
external to the sports bra as taught in Underhill. 

The Examiner needs to show that the features of the prior art in combination meet all of 
the limitations set forth in the applicant's claims. “Тһе identical invention must be shown in as 
complete detail as is contained in the...claim." Richardson v. Suzuki Motor Co., 868 F. 2d 1226, 
9 USPQ2d 1913, 1920 (Fed. Cir. 1989). The applicant's claims specifically claims a pouch 
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formed within the interior of the sports bra multi-ply structure itself, 1.е., between the first and 
second plies forming the sports bra and not formed by additional material, i.e., as taught in Lee, 
nor being external to the sports bra as taught in Underhill. The Examiner has not met the burden 
of showing that the cited references disclose the limitations concerning the specific location of 
each feature in claims. Therefore, as claim 1 is patentably distinguishable from the combination 
of Lee in view of Underhill and Huang. The rejection is respectfully traversed. Claims 2-14 


depend from claim 1 and are patentable for at least the same reasons as claim 1. 


Summary and Conclusions 


Based on the foregoing arguments, it is respectfully submitted that Claims 1-15 that are 
now pending in this application are in condition for allowance, and such allowance is 
respectfully requested. If prosecution of the application can be expedited by a telephone 
conference, the Examiner is invited to call the undersigned at the number given below. No 


further fees are believed due. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Date: March 27, 2009 /Thomas P. Grodt/ 
Thomas P. Grodt 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 41,045 
4 Peabody Road Annex, 
Derry, NH 03038 
(603) 437-2600 
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Application No. Applicant(s) 


11/787,729 SWEENEY, NANCY-JANE 


Notice of Abandonment Examines Art Unit 
Gloria Hale 3765 


-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address-- 


This application is abandoned in view of: 


1. А Applicant's failure to timely file a proper reply to the Office letter mailed on 21 August 2008. 
(a) ГП A reply was received оп (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is after the expiration of the 
period for reply (including a total extension of time of month(s)) which expired on 
(b) L] A proposed reply was received оп , but it does not constitute a proper reply under 37 CFR 1.113 (a) to the final rejection. 
(A proper reply under 37 CFR 1.113 to a final rejection consists only of: (1) a timely filed amendment which places the 
application in condition for allowance; (2) a timely filed Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee); or (3) a timely filed Request for 
Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1.114). 


(c) L] A reply was received on but it does not constitute a proper reply, or a bona fide attempt at a proper reply, to the non- 
final rejection. See 37 CFR 1.85(a) and 1.111. (See explanation in box 7 below). 


(d) K No reply has been received. 


2. L] Applicant's failure to timely pay the required issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, within the statutory period of three months 
from the mailing date of the Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85). 
(a) 0 The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated 
), which is after the expiration of the statutory period for payment of the issue fee (and publication fee) set in the Notice of 
Allowance (PTOL-85). 


(b) О The submitted fee of $ is insufficient. A balance of $ is due. 


The issue fee required by 37 CFR 1.18 is $ . The publication fee, if required by 37 CFR 1.18(d), is $ ; 


(c) П The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, has not been received. 


3. Applicants failure to timely file corrected drawings as required by, and within the three-month period set in, the Notice of 
Allowability (РТО-37). 


(a) L] Proposed corrected drawings were received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is 
after the expiration of the period for reply. 


(b) L] No corrected drawings have been received. 


4.П The letter of express abandonment which is signed by the attorney or agent of record, the assignee of the entire interest, or all of 
the applicants. 


5. The letter of express abandonment which is signed by an attorney or agent (acting in a representative capacity under 37 CFR 
1.34(a)) upon the filing of a continuing application. 


6. О The decision by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interference rendered on and because the period for seeking court review 
of the decision has expired and there are no allowed claims. 


7. О The reason(s) below: 


/Gloria Hale/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3765 


Petitions to revive under 37 CFR 1.137(a) or (b), or requests to withdraw the holding of abandonment under 37 CFR 1.181, should be promptly filed to 
minimize any negative effects on patent term. 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-1432 (Rev. 04-01) Notice of Abandonment Part of Paper No. 20090228 
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Title:Sports bra 


Publication No.US-2008-0261489-A1 
Publication Date:10/23/2008 


NOTICE OF PUBLICATION OF APPLICATION 


The above-identified application will be electronically published as a patent application publication pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.211, et seq. The patent application publication number and publication date are set forth above. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 


The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 


The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 


Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Amended claim 1 no longer includes the term "sports" in the preamble limiting the 
garment ot a "sports bra". However, the dependent claims still include the term "sports". 
Therefore it is not clear if applicant is calling a sports bra or a regular bra. 
However, the claims as best understood have been examined on their merits. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC % 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 


obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 


(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 


Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lee 
(US 2,624,881) in view of Underhill (US 6,176,761) and Huang (US 6824444). 
Lee discloses a multi ply brassiere 10 with the layers 11,12 bonded together by sewn 
seams 13.. The bra includes cups at 14,15 and a central cleavage portion with a 
pocket disposed therein (not numbered). with side wall stitching 24.. A top opening is 


formed between the first and second plies wherein the plies are not laminated together 
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to form the opening. The pocket includes the height and width as claimed. However, 
the Lee garment is not formed of a universally elastic material and the layers are not 
coextensively laminated throughout. Underhill discloses a brassiere comprised of a 
universally elastic material with a cleavage pocket therein. Huang discloses the use of 
adhesive laminating instead of stitching layers together in order to securely stabilize the 
layers together to prevent shifting of the layers. Such substitution of lamination for 
stitching is well known in the brassiere art as seen in Haung. Accordingly it would have 
been oblivious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify the brassiere of Lee to adhere the layers together by lamination instead of 
stitching in addition to constructing the brassiere of a universally elastic material to 
provide comfort to the wearer as seen in Underhill. The Lee garment includes the 
multiple layers and it is well known to utilize lamination bonding instead of stitching | 
n order to prevent the shifting of the layers especially during laundering. (See Huang, 
сої. 1, lines 10-31; Lee figures 1-4 and 6 апа col. 1,line 36- col. 2,line 8; and Underhill, 
Abstract.). It is also noted that applicant's own specification on page5 paragraph 17 
states that the two or more plies of material "sewn r otherwise laminated together. 
Therefore, applicant concedes that the layers can be sewn together instead of 
laminated and such sewing and lamination are well known to be interchangeable. No 
critically was given in applicant's specification as to the specific need for the lamination 
over the sewing together of the layers. The specific pocket and opening sizes can be 
found through routine experimentation and ar within the scope of the Lee invention. 


One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have had the 
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skill and common sense to known how to adjust the pocket size for the size of the 
wearer and for the items that are desired to be known within the pocket. 
Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed have been fully considered and are persuasive in 


view ої the claim amendments. Therefore, the new rejection has been made. 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gloria Hale whose telephone number is 571-272-4984. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs... 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary Welch can be reached on 571-272-4996. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 


system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 


/Gloria Hale/ 
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Mail Stop AMENDMENT 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 


PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 


Dear Sir: 


Please amend the above-identified application prior to examination as follows: 


Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims that begins on page 2 of this 


paper. 
Remarks/Arguments begin on page 5 of this paper. 


Amendments to the Claims: 
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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 


Listing of Claims: 
1, (Currently Amended) A sports bra capable of holding an object between the breasts of a user, 


said bra comprising: 


a pair of cups, said cups joined by a cleavage portion said cleavage portion being 


disposed between the a proximate edges of each of said pair of cups said cleavage portion having 


a height and a width, a back strap portion disposed between the a distal edges of each of said pair 


of cups, a pair of shoulder straps disposed between said pair of cups and said back portion, said 
sports bra being constructed of a multiply at least two ply laminated material having 


substantially universal elasticity; and 


à top opening formal between twe first and second plies of said multiply at least two ply 
laminated material, wherein at said top opening said first and second ply are not laminated to one 
another, said top opening providing communication between an interior portion of said sperts bra 
cleavage portion and an exterior, said top opening being disposed within the cleavage portion of 
said sports bra, said top opening having a length, an integral pouch being formed within said 
interior of said sperts bra by first and second edges, said first and second edges and said integral 
pouch being formed within said cleavage portion and said first and second edges being spaced 
apart from one another having a distance therebetween and each of said first and second edpes 


extending at least a portion of the height of said cleavage portion, said integral pouch having an 


interior pouch portion formed by said top opening and said first and second edges within which 
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an the object may be stored, said interior pouch portion being a portion of said interior portion of 


said cleavage portion. 


2.(Original) Тһе sports bra of claim 1 wherein the top opening has a length that is less than 


said distance between said first and second edges. 


3.(Original) The sports bra of claim 1 wherein the first and second edges are separated 


between 1 and 2 % inches. 


4. (Original) The sports bra of claim 3 wherein the first and second edges are separated 


between 1 and 1 % inches. 


5. (Original) The sports bra of claim 4 wherein the top opening has a length of between Ул and 


1 1/8 inches. 


6. (Original) The sports bra of claim 3 wherein the first and second edges are separated 


between 1% and 112 inches. 


7. (Original) The sports bra of claim 6 wherein the top opening has a length of between 1 1/8 


and 1 3/8 inches. 


8. (Original) The sports bra of claim 3 wherein the first and second edges are separated 


between 1 % and 1% inches. 


9, (Original) The sports bra of claim 8 wherein the top opening has a length of between 1 3/8 


and 1 5/8 inches. 


10. (Original) The sports bra of claim 3 wherein the first and second edges are separated 


between 1 % and 2 inches. 
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11. (Original) The sports bra of claim 10 wherein the top opening has a length of between 1 5/8 


and 1 7/8 inches. 


12. (Original) The sports bra of claim 3 wherein the first and second edges are separated 


between 2 and 2 1⁄4 inches. 


13. (Original) The sports bra of claim 12 wherein the top opening has a length of between 1 7/8 


and 2 1/8 inches. 


14. (Original) The sports bra of claim 1 further comprising a top edge and a bottom edge 
wherein said height of said sports bra is between said top edge and said bottom edge, wherein 
said first and second edges extend from said top edge to said bottom edge and said integral 


pouch is formed the entire height of said sports bra. 


15. (Original) The sports bra of claim 1 further comprising a top edge and a bottom edge and a 
integral pouch bottom edge, wherein said height of said sports bra is between said top edge and 
said bottom edge, wherein said first and second edges begin at said top edge and extend a portion 
of said height, said integral pouch formed between said top opening, said first and second edges, 


and said integral pouch bottom edge 
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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 


The Applicant has filed a timely Request for Continuing Examination and has included 
this Preliminary Amendment to address the rejections in the Final Office Action. 

In the final office action dated February 5, 2008, claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 USC $ 
112, second paragraph for failing to particularly point out and claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Claims 1-15 were rejected under 35 USC $ 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Underhill (US Patent 6,176,761). 

Claim 1 has been amended to overcome the particular rejections under 35 USC 8112 
second paragraph as recited by the Examiner so as to more clearly and distinctly claim the 
Applicant's invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 

The Examiner rejected Claims 1-15 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Underhill. Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection of these claims as amended. 

The Examiner alleges that the pocket formed in Underhill has a top opening 21 and is 
within plies 11 and 19. The Applicant respectfully points out that element 11 is one of the cup of 
the sports bra, see Underhill, col. 2, tine 58 and that there is no element 19. In addition, the 
storage pouch is never assigned an element number and element 21 is a rectangular cloth panel 
that is used to form the pouch external to the sports bra. 

The Applicant’s bra includes a pouch formed in the interior of the at least two ply 
structure of the bra itself, 1.e., within the interior of the bra itself without the addition of an 
additional layer of material, whereas Underhill teaches a pouch formed on the exterior of the 
sports bra using an additional layer of material. 

Tn narticular. Underhill teaches “A rectanoniar nanel 21 made of clafh havino РА 
substantially universal elasticity is fastened along its bottom 23 and side edges 25 and 27 to an 
inside wall of the cleavage portion 15 of the bra 10 to form a storage pouch of approximately 


credit card dimensions.” See Underhill, col. 2, lines 61-65. Fig. 2 is А] rear elevation view of 
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the cup portion of the sports bra." See Underhill, col. 2, line36-37. As is clearly shown in Fig. 
2, the pouch formed by rectangular panel 21, having side edges 25 and 27, is drawn using solid 
lines so that the rectangular panel 21 is clearly disposed on the rear exterior surface of the sports 
bra. This comports with the description quoted above in that the inside wall of the cleavage 
portion 15 is the portion of the bra that is next to the wearer's skin and the pouch is formed on 
the exterior of the sports bra. 

In addition, Fig. 6 depicts an embodiment of the Underhill invention in which it appears 
that the pouch may be formed within the sports bra itself. This, however, would be incorrect. 
Fig. 6 depicts a vertical cross sectional view of the pouch. The pouch itself is formed between 
element 57, which is in back to back configuration with element 59, both of which are part of the 
cleavage portion 15 of the sports bra. The external cover for the pouch 15 formed by cloth 
segments 51 and 53 and may include the stiffener member 55 as well. Thus, the pouch is, again, 
formed external to the bra structure and is attached to the cleavage portion 15 using hook and 
loop fasteners 33 and 31. Е 

Claim 1 has been amended to clarify the location of the integral pouch as being between 
two of the plies that make up the sports bra and therefore within the interior of the sports bra 
itself. In particular, as amended claim 1 includes: 


a pair of cups, said cups joined by a cleavage portion said cleavage portion 
being disposed between the a proximate edges of each of said pair of cups said 
cleavage portion having a height and a width, a back strap portion disposed 
between the a distal edges of each of seid pair of cups, a pair of shoulder straps 
disposed between said pair of cups and said back portion, said sperts bra being 
constructed of a smulti-ply at least two ply laminated material having substantially 
universal elasticity; and 


a top opening formed between twe first and second first and second plies of said multi-ply 
at [east two ply laminated material, wherein at said top opening said first and 


second ply are not laminated to one another, said top opening providing 
communication between an interior portion of said sperts bra cleavage portion 


and an exterior, said top opening being disposed within the cleavage portion of 
said sports bra, said top opening having a length, an integral pouch being formed 
within said interior of said sperts bra by first and second edges, said first and 
second edges and said integral pouch being formed within said cleavage portion 
and said first and second edges being spaced apart from one another having a 


distance therebetween and each of said first and second edges extending at least a 
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portion of the height of said cleavage portion, said integral pouch having an 


interior pouch portion formed by said top opening and said first and second edges 
within which ән the object may be stored, said interior pouch portion being a 
portion of said interior portion of said cleavage portion.. 


Thus, the interior of the pouch is formed within the interior of the sports bra itself, i.e., 
between first and second plies of the at least two ply structure of the bra itself, and is not 
external to the sports bra as taught in Underhill. 

The Examiner needs to show that the features meet all of the limitations set forth in the 
applicant's claims. Section 2131 of the MPEP requires that “to anticipate a claim, the reference 
must teach every element of the claim." “Тһе identical invention must be shown in as complete 
detail as is contained in the...claim." Richardson v. Suzuki Motor Co., 868 F. 2d 1226,9 
USPQ2d 1913, 1920 (Fed. Cir. 1989). The applicant's claims specifically claims a pouch 
formed within the interior of the sports bra multi-ply structure itself and not external to the sports 
bra as taught in Underhill. The Examiner has not met the burden of showing that the cited 
reference discloses the limitations concerning the specific location of each feature in claims. 
Therefore, as claim 1 is patentably distinguishable from Underhill. The rejection is respectfully 
traversed. Claims 2-14 depend from claim 1 and are patentable for at least the same reasons as 


claim 1. 
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Summary and Conclusions 


Based on the foregoing arguments, it is respectfully submitted that Claims 1-15 that are 


now pending in this application are in condition for allowance, and such allowance is 


respectfully requested. If prosecution of the application can be expedited by a telephone 


conference, the Examiner is invited to call the undersigned at the number given below. No 


further fees are believed due. 


Date: August 5, 2007 


Respectfully submitted, 


З 


Attomey for Applicant 
Registration No. 41,045 
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The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 
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Application No. Applicant(s) 


:11/787,729 SWEENEY, NANCY-JANE 


Office Action Summary Examiner T Art Unit 
| : | Gloria Hale 3765 NEN 


-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -- 
Period for Reply 


A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
MEI HIEVES IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 


Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. 8 133). 

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 


Status 


1) Responsive to communication(s) filed on 04 December 2007. | 
2а] This action is FINAL. | 2b)[_] This action is non-final. 
3)L] Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 


Disposition of Claims 


4)X Claim(s) 1-15 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
5)[] Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
64 Claim(s) 1-15 is/are rejected. 


(s 
( 
DI Claims) | | . is/are objected to. 
8)L] Сізіт(б) аге subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 


Application Papers 


91) The specification is objected to by the Examiner. | 
10) ) The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)[_] accepted or b)[ ] objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
11) Тһе oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 


Priority under 35 U.S.C. 8 119 


12) Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
аА! b Some * с) None of: 
1.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application Мо. — 
3.[] Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 


Attachment(s) 


1) LU] Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) | 4) О Interview Summary (РТО-413) 

2) [_] Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) i Paper No(s)/Mail Date. — 

3) L] Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5) [Г] Notice of Informal Patent Application 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date : ; 6) L1 Other: 


U.S. Patent and Trademark Office . А 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20080202 


Application/Control Number: 11/787,729 Page 2 
Art Unit: 3765 


DETAILED ACTION 
‚ Claim Rejections - 35 USC 6 112 


The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 


The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 


Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In regard to claims 1-15, applicant is claiming a sports bra. However, no specific 
structure has been claimed іо differentiate the claimed brassiere structure as being a 
"sports bra". Therefore it is not clear as to what applicant's claim limitations of a "sports 
bra" encompasses. In claim 1, line 2 it is not clear as to what "the proximate edges" 
encompasses since there is no antecedent basis for the term. There is also no 
antecedent basis for "the distal edges" therefore it is not clear as to which edges 
applicant considers to be the "distal edges”. Inline 5 it is not clear as to what the 
limitation "sports bra” is adding to the claim in the way of structure when compared to a 
regular brassiere. If the layers of the brassiere are a multiply laminated structure it is 
not clear s to how a "top opening" is formed therein. In that area the plies must not be | 
connected. It is also not clear if | the “top opening” is along the edges of the plies or : 
extend into the panels. The claim does not clearly define that t the opening extends 
from the top or edge into the body of the brassiere or that the plies are not laminated in 
that area. It is not clear if the "integral pouch" formed includes additional layers or if | 


the layers that exist form the pouch. It is not clear if the edges are to run horizontally or 
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vertically. It is not clear if the integral pouch and the integral pouch portion are the same 
or different "entities. It appears that the claim is redundant because lines 11 and 15 
‘both state that the interior pouch is formed within the first and second edges. In claims 
14 and 15 it is not clear as to what "portion" of the sports bra has the "height". Is it in 
the front or the rear? 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC $ 102 - 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 


form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 


A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — ) 


(b) the invention was patented or-described in a printed publication in this or a foréign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the Unite 
States. І 


Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Underhill (US 6,176,761). 
Underhill discloses a brassiere formed of a multi-ply substantially universally elastic 
material with cups 11,13 and cleavage portion 15 there between, a back strap 75, 
shoulder straps 71,73 with the top opening at 31 within plies 15 and 21 as seen in figure 
5 that form the pocket. The pocket has the top opening length between the first and 
second edges 25,27 that is the size of a credit card as “en in figure 1.(See 
Underhill, figures 1-3 and col. 2, line 55-col. 3, line 39). The pocket sizes claimed are 
зі the claimed range of а credit сага. Applicant's claim does not clearly define how 
the opening and pouch is formed between the multiply structure since applicant claims 


the layers as being laminated. Therefore it is not clear as to how the opening and pouch 
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is formed when the layers are laminated together. The claim is not exactly clear if 
each layer is a laminated layer or if all of the layers are laminated together. 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 12-4-07 have been fully considered but they are not 
педа The claims are still unclear. If the clarity in regard to the Multi-ply laminated 
layers is clarified the claims may overcome the teaching in the Underhill Өй ап. 
However, when the exact structure is clarified in the claims an updated search will have 
to be made. The claims are still not clear in regard to the multiply construction and the 
pocket location in addition to the construction of the pocket within laminated plies of the 
layers are all laminated together in the cleavage area. 

| Conclusion О 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). | 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 


than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gloria Hale whose telephone number is 571-272-4984. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Tues.-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
EA Gary Welch can be reached on 571-272-4996. The fax phone number for 
the érganization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

‘Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For тәге information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 


system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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AMENDMENT 


Dear Sir: 


In response to the Office Action mailed August l, 2007, please amend the above-identified 
application as follows: | 


Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims that begins on page 2 of this 


paper. 
Remarks/Arguments begin on page 5 of this paper. 


Amendments to the Claims: 
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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 


Listing of Claims: 
1. (Currently Amended) А sports bra comprising; 

a pair of cups, said cups joined by а ian portion disposed between the proximate 
edges of said pair of cups, a back strap portion a between the distal edges of said pair of 
cups, a pair of shoulder straps disposed between said pair of cups and said back portion, said 
sports bra being constructed of a ERO laminated material having substantially universal 


elasticity; and 
a top opening formed between ene-or-more two plies of said multi-ply laminated material 


providing communication between an interior portion of said sports bra and an exterior, said top 
opening being and disposed within the cleavage portion of said sports bra, said top opening 


having a length, an integral pouch being formed within said interior of said sports bra by first and 


second edges, said first and second edges and said integral pouch being formed within said 


cleavage portion and said first and second edges being separate spaced apart from one another 


having a distance therebetween, 
integral-pouch within-said-eleavage-portion; said integral pouch having an interior pouch portion 
formed by said top opening and said first and second edges within which an object may be 


stored. 


2 (Original) The sports bra of claim 1 wherein the top opening has a length that is less than 


said distance between said first and second edges. й 
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3.(Original) The sports bra of claim 1 wherein the first and second edges are separated 


between 1 and 2 4% inches. 


4, (Original) Тһе sports bra of claim 3 wherein the first and second edges are separated 


between 1 and 1 % inches. 


5.(Original) The sports bra of claim 4 wherein the top opening has a length of between % and 


1 1/8 inches. 


6. (Original) The sports bra of claim 3 wherein the first and second edges are separated 


between 1% and 1% inches. 


7. (Original) The sports bra of claim 6 wherein the top opening has a length of between 1 1/8 


and 1 3/8 inches. 


8. (Original) The sports bra of claim 3 wherein the first and second edges are separated 


between 1 % and 1 % inches. 


9. (Original) The sports bra of claim 8 wherein the top opening has a length of between 1 3/8 


and 1 5/8 inches. 


10. (Original) The sports bra of claim 3 wherein the first and second edges are separated 


between 1 % and 2 inches. 


11. (Original) The sports bra of claim 10 wherein the top opening has a length of between 1 5/8 


and 1 7/8 inches. 


12. (Original) The sports bra of claim 3 wherein the first and second edges are separated 


between 2 and 2 У inches. 
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13, (Original) The sports bra of claim 12 wherein the top opening has a length of between 1 7/8 


and 2 1/8 inches. 


14. (Original) The sports bra of claim 1 further comprising a top edge and a bottom edge 
wherein said height of said sports bra is between said top edge and said bottom edge, wherein 
said first and second edges extend from said top edge to said bottom edge and said integral 


pouch is formed the entire height of said sports bra. 


15. (Original) The sports bra of claim 1 further раба а top edge and a bottom edge and a 
integral pouch bottom edge, wherein said height of said sports bra is between said top edge and 
said bottom edge, wherein said first and second edges begin at said top edge and extend a portion 
of said height, said integral pouch formed between said top opening, said first and second edges, 


and said integral pouch bottom edge 
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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 


Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 USC 8 112, second paragraph for failing to particularly 
point out and claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. Claims 1-4 are 
rejected under 35 USC 8 102(b) as being anticipated by Underhill (US Patent 6,176,761). The 
Applicant points out that there were 15 original claims in the application, of which only claim 1 
was independent and claims 2-15 depended ultimately from claim 1. Although the Examiner has 
only rejected claims 1-4, the Applicant assumes that claims 5-15 are also rejected on the same 
basis as the only independent claim, claim 1. | 

Claim 1 has been amended to overcome the 112 second paragraph issue and to more 
clearly and distinctly claim the Applicant's invention 
Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 | 

The Examiner rejected Claims 1-4 under 35 U.S.C. 5 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Underhill. Applicant respectfully traverses the rej ection of these claims as amended and requests 
reconsideration. | С | 

The Examiner alleges that the pocket formed in Underhill has a top opening 21 and is 
within plies 11 and 19. The Applicant respectfully points out that element 11 is one of the cup of 
the sports bra, see Underhill, col. 2, line 58 and that there is no element 19. In addition, the 
storage pouch is never assigned an element number and element 21 is a rectangular cloth panel 
that is used to form the pouch external to the sports bra. 

The Applicant’s sports bra includes a pouch formed in the interior of the multi-ply 
structure of the bra itself, whereas Underhill teaches a pouch formed on the exterior of the sports 
bra. | | 

‘In particular, Underhill teaches “А rectangular panel 21 made of cloth having 
substantially universal elasticity is fastened along its bottom 23 and side edges 25 and 27 to an 
inside wall of the cleavage portion 15 of the bra 10 to form a storage pouch of approximately 


credit card dimensions.” See Underhill, col. x lines 61-65. Fig. 2 is “[A] rear elevation view of 
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the cup portion of the sports bra." See Underhill, dol: 2, line36-37. As is clearly shown in Fig. 
2, the pouch formed by rectangular panel 21, having side edges 25 and 27, is drawn using solid 
lines so that the rectangular panel 21 is clearly disposed on the rear exterior surface of the sports 
bra. This comports with the description quioted above in that the inside wall of the cleavage 
portion 15 is the portion of the bra that 15 next to the wearer's skin and the pouch is formed on 
the exterior of the sports bra. | 

In addition, Fig. 6 depicts an embodiment of the Underhill invention in which it appears 
that the pouch may be formed within the sports bra itself. This, however, would be incorrect. 
Fig. 6 depicts a vertical cross sectional view of the pouch. The pouch itself is formed between 
element 57, which is in back to back configuration with element 59, both of which are part of the 
cleavage portion 15 of the sports bra. The external cover for the pouch is formed by cloth 
segments 51 and 53 and may include the stiffener member 55 as well. Thus, the pouch is, again, 
formed external to the bra structure and is attached to the cleavage portion 15 using hook and 
loop fasteners 33 and 31. | | 

Claim 1 has been amended to clarify the location of the integral pouch as being between 
two of the plies that make up the sports bra and therefore within the interior of the sports bra 
itself. In particular, as amended claim 1 includes: - 


a top opening formed between ene-er-more two plies of said multi-ply 
laminated material providing communication between an interior portion of said 
sports bra and an exterior, said top opening being and disposed within the 
cleavage portion of said sports bra, said top opening having a length, an integral 
pouch being formed within said interior of said sports bra by first and second 
edges, said first and second edges and said integral pouch being formed within 
said cleavage portion and said first and second edges being separate spaced apart 
from one another having a distance therebetween, said-tep-epening-and-said-first 
and-seeond—edges-forming-a integral-poueh within-said—eleavage-portion; said 


integral pouch having an interior pouch portion formed by said top opening and 
said first and second edges within which an object may be stored. 


Thus, the interior of the pouch is formed within the interior of the sports bra itself, i.e., 
between two plies of the multiply structure of the bra itself, and is not external to the sports bra 


as taught in Underhill. 
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The Examiner needs to show that the features meet all of the limitations set forth in the 
applicant's claims. Section 2131 of the MPEP requires that “То anticipate a claim, the reference 
must teach every element of the claim." “Тһе identical invention must be shown in as complete 
detail as is contained in the...claim." Richardson v. Suzuki Motor Co., 868 F. 2d 1226,9 
USPQ2d 1913, 1920 (Fed. Cir. 1989). The applicant's claims specifically claims a pouch 
formed within the interior of the sports bra multi-ply structure itself and not external to the sports 
bra as taught in Underhill. The Examiner has not met the burden of showing that the cited 
reference discloses the limitations concerning the specific location of each feature in claims. 
Therefore, as claim 1 is patentably distinguishable from Underhill. The rejection is respectfully 
traversed. Claims 2-14 depend from claim 1 and are patentable for at least the same reasons as 


claim 1. 


Summary and Conclusions 
Based on the foregoing arguments, it is respectfully submitted that Claims 1-15 that are 
now pending in this application are in condition for allowance, and such allowance is 
respectfully requested. If prosecution of the application can be expedited by a telephone 
conference, the Examiner is invited to call the undersigned at the number given below. No 


further fees are believed due. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Date: December 4, 2007 CST. | eg 


‘Thomas P. Grodt 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 41,045 
4 Peabody Road Annex, 
Derry, NH 03038 

(603) 437-2600 
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SPORTS BRA 


Background 
[001] This invention relates generally to clothing and more particularly to 


sports bras for women. 


[002] Fitness has become an important consideration among women. 
Women today enjoy running, walking, biking, aerobics, and weight lifting. 
Often a woman will want to listen to music while exercising and desires to 
bring along an mp3 player or other small portable music device. These 
devices, while small, must either be carried, attached to a piece of 


clothing, or carried in belt pack or other pack. 


[003] The inclusion within a bra of a structure to hold or store an item is 
known. Some storage devices are clipped onto the bra via clips. These 
storage devices tend to be conspicuous and not aesthetically pleasing. 
Other prior art storage devices were built inside one or both of the cups. 
While more aesthetically pleasing, these devices are typically less 
comfortable and less accessible for the wearer. Still other prior art 
devices affix a compartment to the inside of the bra across the inside 
portion of the cups and cleavage area that is typically closed with a zipper 
or other rigid closing means to maintain the shape of the bra. These 
devices solve the aesthetic issues but render a significant portion of the 
bra inelastic. Other prior art devices use additional material attached to 


the bra itself to form a pocket. These devices are typically less structurally 


sound and the additional material тау pull away from the bra during 


exercise and allow any objects contained therein to fall out. 


[004] Thus, there is a need for a bra with a storage integral pouch that 
does not alter the elasticity of the bra itself, is structurally sound and not 
prone to come loose during exercise, is comfortable, and is aesthetically 


pleasing. 


SUMMARY 


[005] A sports bra having an integral storage integral pouch disposed 
within the cleavage portion is disclosed. The integral pouch is formed by a 
top opening between two-ply of the multi-ply material that the sports bra is 
comprised of and first and second edges that are formed within the multi- 
ply material. The multi-ply material is laminated together and has 
universal elasticity to provide support for the wearer as well as the 
necessary tension to hold an object stored in the integral pouch in place. 
The first and second edges may be formed by sewing and the distance 
between the first and second edges may be selected to be slightly less 
than the width of an object to be stored within the integral pouch or the 
distance may be substantially equal to the width of the object to be stored. 
In addition, the top opening may be such that the length of the top opening 


is slightly less than the distance between the first and second edges. 


[006] A sports bra is disclosed that includes a pair of cups that are joined 
by a cleavage portion that is between the proximate edges of the pair of 
cups. The sports bra also includes a back strap portion that is between 
the distal edges of the pair of cups and a pair of shoulder straps disposed 
between the pair of cups and the back portion. The sports bra is 
constructed of a multi-ply laminated material having universal elasticity to 


provide the necessary support for the wearer. 


[007] An integral pouch is formed between a top opening formed 
between the plies of the laminated material and first and second edges 
formed within the multi-ply material. The integral pouch is formed within 
the cleavage portion of the sports bra, the top opening has a first length, 
and the distance between the first and second edges is a second length. 
The integral pouch has an interior portion within which an object may be 


stored. 


[008] In one embodiment, the integral pouch is formed between the top 
and bottom of the sports bra extending the entire height thereof. In 
another embodiment, the integral pouch is less than the height of the 
sports bra and further includes a bottom edge formed roughly 
perpendicular to the first and second edges and formed between the first 


and second edges to completely enclose the interior of the integral pouch. 


[009] In one embodiment, the distance between the first and second 
edges is selected to be slightly less than the object to be held 


therebetween. Тһе length of the top opening may be selected to be 


substantially equivalent to the distance between the first and second 
edges, or the length of the top opening may be slightly less than the 


distance between the first and second edges. 
[0010] This is the second paragraph under the summary. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 


[0011] These and other features, aspects, and advantages of the present 
invention will become better understood with regard to the following 
description, appended claims, and accompanying drawings. The drawings 
are not necessarily to scale, emphasis instead being placed on illustration 


of principles of the invention. The drawings include the following figures: 


[0012] Fig. 1 is a front elevation view of an embodiment of the present 


invention; 


[0013] Fig. 2 is а back elevation view of an embodiment of the present 


invention; and 


[0014] Fig. 3 is cross sectional view taken along line 3-3' of Fig. 1. 


DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 


[0015] The present invention may be understood by the following detailed 
description, which should be read in conjunction with the attached 
drawings. The following detailed description of certain embodiments is by 
way of example only and is not meant to limit the scope of the present 


invention. 


[0016] Figs. 1 and 2 depict a sports bra 10 having front portion 11 
including a pair of cups 12 and 14 joined by a cleavage portion 16 
disposed between the proximate edges of the cups12 and 14. A back 
portion 22 is disposed between the distal edges of cups 12 and 14 and 
straps 18 and 20 are provided connecting the front portion 11 to the back 


portion 22. 


[0017] Typically the sports bra 10 will be constructed of two or more plies 
of material sewn or otherwise laminated together to provide sufficient 
tensile strength. Іп addition, the two or more plies form a laminated 
structure that is universally elastic so as to provide adequate support and 


comfort to the wearer. 


[0018] Ас depicted in Figs. 1 and 3, an integral pouch 24 is formed within 
the structure of the sports bra 10 by forming a top opening 26 between the 
two or more plies 28a and 28b that form the sports bra 10 and by sewing 
or otherwise forming two edges 30 and 32 of the integral pouch 24. 
Although a two-ply structure is shown, it should be obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art that the integral pouch may be formed between any 
number of plies. Typically, the top opening 26 will be made in the middle 
of the plies with an equal number of plies on each side of the top opening 
26. Typically, the edges 30 and 32 are formed by sewing from the edges 
34 to the bottom edge 36. ІТ needed, the edges 36 and 38 may be folded 


over to provide greater strength. 


[0019] Іп one embodiment, the distance between edges 30 апа 32 is 
selected to be just slightly smaller than the width of the object that is to be 
placed in integral pouch 24. In this embodiment, the universal elastic 
characteristic of the multi-ply material will contract around the object, 
effectively holding the object in place. Іп another embodiment, the 
distance the between edges 30 and 32 is selected to be substantially the 
same size as the object to be stored. In either of these embodiments, the 
top opening 26 may be made slightly smaller than the size of the object to 
be stored such that the universal elastic characteristic of the multi-ply 
material will cause the top opening 26 to contract and prevent the object 


from falling out of integral pouch 24. 


[0020] Ас discussed above, the integral pouch 24 is formed between the 
bottom edge 38, side edges 30 and 32 and the top opening 26. Іп this 
way, the height of the integral pouch 24 is substantially equal to the height 
between the edge 34 and bottom edge 36. In some instances, the object 
to be placed in integral pouch 24 may be much shorter than the height 
between the edge 34 and bottom edge 36. іп this instance, the object 
may move within integral pouch 24 causing discomfort for the wearer. In 
this instance, the integral pouch 24 may be made shorter by forming a 


pouch bottom edge (not shown) extending between the edges 30 and 32. 


[0021] While the present invention has been particularly shown and 
described with references to preferred embodiments thereof, it will be 


understood by those skilled in the art that various changes in form and 


details may be made therein without departing from the spirit and scope of 
the invention as defined by the appended claims. All the features 
disclosed in this specification, including any accompanying claims, 
abstract, and drawings, may be replaced by alternative features serving 
the same, equivalent or similar purpose, unless expressly stated 


otherwise. 


CLAIMS 


What is claimed is: 


1. А sports bra comprising: 


a pair of cups, said cups joined by a cleavage portion disposed between 
the proximate edges of said pair of cups, a back strap portion disposed between 
the distal edges of said pair of cups, a pair of shoulder straps disposed between 
said pair of cups and said back portion, said sports bra being constructed of a 


multi-ply laminated material having substantially universal elasticity; and 


a top opening formed between one or more plies of said laminated 
material and disposed within the cleavage portion of said sports bra said top 
opening having a length, first and second edges formed within said cleavage 
portion and separate from one another having a distance therebetween, said top 
opening and said first and second edges forming a integral pouch within said 
cleavage portion, said integral pouch having an interior portion within which an 


object may be stored. 


2. The sports bra of claim 1 wherein the top opening has a length that is less 


than said distance between said first and second edges. 


3. The sports bra of claim 1 wherein the first and second edges are 


separated between 1 and 2 % inches. 


4. The sports bra of claim 3 wherein the first and second edges are 


separated between 1 and 1 74 inches. 


5. The sports bra of claim 4 wherein the top opening has a length of between 


34 and 1 1/8 inches. 


6. The sports bra of claim 3 wherein the first and second edges are 


separated between 174 and 175 inches. 


7. The sports bra of claim 6 wherein the top opening has a length of between 


1 1/8 and 1 3/8 inches. 


8. The sports bra of claim 3 wherein the first and second edges are 


separated between 1 % and 1 % inches. 


9. The sports bra of claim 8 wherein the top opening has a length of between 


1 3/8 and 1 5/8 inches. 


10. The sports bra of claim 3 wherein the first and second edges are 


separated between 1 % and 2 inches. 


11. The sports bra of claim 10 wherein the top opening has a length of 


between 1 5/8 and 1 7/8 inches. 


12. Тһе sports bra of claim 3 wherein the first апа second edges аге 


separated between 2 and 2 % inches. 


13. The sports bra of claim 12 wherein the top opening has a length of 


between 1 7/8 and 2 1/8 inches. 


14. The sports bra of claim 1 further comprising a top edge and a bottom edge 
wherein said height of said sports bra is between said top edge and said bottom 


edge, wherein said first and second edges extend from said top edge to said 


bottom edge and said integral pouch is formed the entire height of said sports 


bra. 


15. The sports bra of claim 1 further comprising a top edge and a bottom edge 
and a integral pouch bottom edge, wherein said height of said sports bra is 
between said top edge and said bottom edge, wherein said first and second 
edges begin at said top edge and extend a portion of said height, said integral 
pouch formed between said top opening, said first and second edges, and said 


integral pouch bottom edge 


ABSTRACT 


A sports bra having an integral storage integral pouch disposed within the 
cleavage portion is disclosed. The integral integral pouch is formed by a top 
opening between two ply of the multi-ply material that the sports bra is 
comprised of and first and second edges that are formed within the multi-ply 
material. The multi-ply material is laminated together and has universal 
elasticity to provide support for the wearer as well as the necessary tension to 
hold an object stored in the integral pouch in place. The first and second 
edges are formed by sewing and the distance between the first and second 
edges is selected to be slightly less than the width of an object to be stored 
within the integral pouch. In addition, the top opening may be such that the 
length of the top opening is slightly less than the distance between the first 


and second edges. 
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